HB 684 with HCA 1 -- SUPPORTING AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES ACT
SPONSOR: Koenig

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass with Amendments" by the Standing
Committee on Children and Families by a vote of 8 to 3. Voted "Do
Pass with Amendments" by Select Committee on Social Services by a

vote of 9 to 1.

This bill establishes the Supporting and Strengthening Families Act
that changes the laws regarding the delegation of powers relating
to the care and custody of a child. The bill requires that during
any child protective investigation that does not result in an out-
of-home placement, a child protective investigator must provide
information to the parent or guardian about community service
programs that provide respite care, voluntary guardianship, or
other support services for families in crisis.

A parent or legal custodian of a child may, by a properly executed
power of attorney, delegate to an attorney-in-fact, for up to one
year, any of the powers regarding the care and custody of the
child, except the power to consent to marriage or adoption of the
child, the performance or inducement of an abortion on or for the
child, or the termination of parental rights to the child. A
delegation of powers under these provisions must not deprive the
parent or legal custodian of any parental or legal authority
regarding the care and custody of the child. The bill requires the
parent or legal custodian of the child to have the authority to
revoke or withdraw the power of attorney at any time. If the
delegation of authority lasts longer than one year, the parent or
legal custodian of the child must execute a new power of attorney
for each additional year that the delegation exists. If a parent
withdraws or revokes the power of attorney, the child must be
returned to the custody of the parents as soon as reasonably
possible. Unless the authority is revoked or withdrawn by the
parent, the attorney-in-fact must exercise parental or legal
authority on a continuous basis without compensation for the
duration of the power of attorney and must not be subject to any
statutes dealing with the licensing or regulation of foster care
homes.

The bill prohibits the execution of a power of attorney by a parent
or legal custodian from constituting abandonment, abuse, or neglect
unless the parent or legal guardian fails to take custody of the
child or execute a new power of attorney after the one-year time
limit has elapsed. Under a delegation of powers as authorized by
these provisions, the child subject to the power of attorney must
not be considered placed in foster care and the parties must not be
subject to any of the requirements or licensing regulations for



foster care or other regulations relating to community care for
children. A parent or legal custodian who is a member of the Armed
Forces of the United States including any reserve component, the
Commissioned Corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the Public Health Service of the United States
Department of Health and Human Services detailed by proper
authority for duty with the Armed Forces of the United States or
who 1s required to enter or serve in the active military service of
the United States under a call or order of the President of the
United States or to serve on state active duty may delegate the
powers designated in these provisions for a period longer than one
year if on active duty service. The term of delegation must not
exceed the term of active duty service plus 30 days. The bill
requires any form for the delegation of powers authorized under
these provisions to be witnessed by a notary public and contain
certain information specified in the bill.

HCA 1: Authorizes the Children's Division to exercise its
discretion in selecting community services programs provided to a
parent or guardian under the provisions of the bill

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that there are about 400,000 kids in
foster care in the United States. Seventy percent of those kids
are in foster care due to neglect. The bill sets up the ability of
parents to allow private companies to act as temporary caregivers
of their kids during a temporary crisis. Foster parents are always
seen as bad people and when kids are placed in a home, there is
little if anything the foster parents can do to help the foster
kid's family. The bill seeks to prevent kids from going into the
foster care system by providing temporary care for the kids outside
of the foster care system. Fifty-eight percent of kids in foster
care go back to their parents after one year of foster care. The
average stay in foster care is 700 days meaning foster care is not
usually a long-term stay. The language in the bill is similar to
the language of bills passed in Oklahoma, Oregon, and Wisconsin.
Under a similar system in Cook County, Illinois, there was a drop
in the number of kids going into foster care, and the program saved
the State of Illinois $25 million per year.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Koenig; Andrew Brown,
Foundation for Government Accountability; Mary Ferch and Jennifer
Banderman, Safe Families for Children; and Daniel Lima and Leonie
Kate Webster, Safe Families For Children-KC.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
OTHERS: Others testifying on the bill say that they applaud the

intent of the bill but are worried about when a private
organization is not as great as the organizations currently



participating in this type of system. The bill does not have
safeguards to vet the organizations and could leave the state
liable for their recommendations.

Testifying on the bill was Missouri Coalition of Children's
Agencies.



